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13 May 1856

Holland, Michigan

Minutes of the meeting of the consistrny of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte
presided. The pastor reported that he called on the Hoogenhorsts and thought that their attitude had improved.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland, vol. II, pp. 28-29.

Page 28
ARTICLE 6 — The question was asked whether it is time to discontinue discussions with
church member Slag. It was decided to address him once again. The meeting was
informed that $47.00 had been collected for the fire at Slag.
ARTICLE 7 — After some discussion about the salvation of children dying in infancy, the
meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Broek.
A. C. van Raalte

Meeting Held on May 13, 1856

Present were Elders J. A. Wilterdink, W. Apeldoorn, T. Keppel, Ploeg, Broek and
Hekhuis; Deacons de Vries, te Roller, G. W. Wilterdink; and Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2 — Mr. van Roeijers requested membership. After an interview, he was
advised to seek further instruction; advice which he accepted. This task is, for the time
being, given to Brothers Ploeg and Keppel.
ARTICLE 3 — Brother Broek presents concerns concerning the Widow Kleijs, who has
been neglecting church attendance and baptism. Rev. van Raalte was appointed to visit
her.
ARTICLE 4— The minutes were read and approved.
ARTICLE 5 — A brief was read from Hoogenhorst and wife. There was also a report
from Rev. van Raalte that he had visited them and found them to be somewhat more
open. He had encouraged them to come to church. However, some of the brethren have
noted an arrogant attitude. It was decided that there was nothing further to be done, since
they will not be satisfied until their censure has been declared unlawful. The entire
congregation has encouraged us in this matter, because of the public bitterness and wrath
in which they (Hoogenhorst and wife) have been living. In addition, they no longer
belong to our congregation, since they have separated themselves and requested transfer
of membershipAsomething which could not be truthfully given.
ARTICLEi&—Hrbther te Roller presents a question, asking for clarification of the
teaching concerning the vessels of wrath in Romans 9: 22. The ensuing conversation
took up thé'reSt of the evening.
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ARTICLE 7— The meeting was concluded with prayer by G. J. Hekhuis.
A. C. van Raalte, clerk

Meeting Held on May 27, 1856
Present were Elders Ploeg, Keppel, Wilterdink, Broek; Deacons de Vries, te Roller,
Wilterdink; and Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2 — Brother Schaap considers himself unjustly treated in the matter of the
purchase of a tax title of his land to Brother Kerkhof The consistory does not feel itself
authorized to enter into the rights and wrongs of this matter. However, the judgment is
made that the brother should follow the golden rule. Keppel and Wilterdink were
delegated to inform him of this decision.
ARTICLE 3 — The minutes were read and approved.
ARTICLE 4 — The professors of New Brunswick request a small gift to help furnish the
rooms for the building recently constructed. This will make the cost for the students less.
It was decided to take an offering.
ARTICLE 5 — It was decided to discontinue catechism instruction during the pastor's trip
to the synodical meeting in Utica. Rev. van Vleck was invited to preach here in the
Dutch language.
ARTICLE 6 — In connection with Hoogerhorst and wife, it was decided once again, as
soon as possible, to do all that can be done to soften the attitudes of the parties concerned.
ARTICLE 7— The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Wilterdink.
A. C. van Raalte, Clerk

